
The Second Sunday in Lent
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10:30 SERVICE
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The holy eucharisT
 Rite II from the Book of Common Prayer (1979)

Welcome to St. John’s!
• Face Masks are required indoors for worship. (The music director does not wear a 

mask, but tests for COVID before every service. The clergy also test before services.) Masks 
are optional for outdoor worship and indoor small group meetings, but encouraged when in 
close proximity with others. 

• Children are invited to leave for Children’s Church during the procession of the 
opening hymn, following the small wooden cross. They will return for communion. (If they 
would prefer to stay with their parents in the service, that’s ok too!)

• Restrooms are located on both ends of the building.

• For prayer requests, email prayer@st-john-aptos.org (routes to a group of 40+ 
parishioners who will pray for your request immediately upon receipt of the message.)

• To reach a priest 24/7, call the clergy on-call line: 831-531-7187.

†  T h e  L i t u r g y  o f  t h e  Wo r d  †
Opening Hymn: Be Thou My Vision Hymnal 1982 #488
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Opening Acclamation BCP 355

Presider Bless the Lord, who forgives all our sins.
People  His mercy endures for ever.

The Collect for Purity
Presider         Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Trisagion (sung three times) Hymnal 1989 #S-102

Collect of the Day                                                                  
Presider The Lord be with you.
People   And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. (Silence.) O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: 
Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with 
penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of 
your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Introduction to the First Reading
Our first reading is from the story of God’s call to Abraham.
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First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a                           The Jerusalem Bible

Yahweh said to Abram, ‘Leave your country, your family and your father’s house, for 
the land I will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your 
name so famous that it will be used as a blessing. ‘I will bless those who bless you: I will 
curse those who slight you. All the tribes of the earth shall bless themselves by you.’

So Abram went as Yahweh told him, and Lot went with him.

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

A bell is rung. We wait until we cannot hear the residual of the bell ringing before continuing.

Psalm 121 BCP Translation

1  I lift up my eyes to the hills; *
 from where is my help to come?

2  My help comes from the LORD, *
 the maker of heaven and earth.

3  He will not let your foot be moved *
 and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.

4  Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel *
 shall neither slumber nor sleep;

5  The LORD himself watches over you; *
 the LORD is your shade at your right hand,

6  So that the sun shall not strike you by day, *
 nor the moon by night.

7  The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; *
 it is he who shall keep you safe.

8  The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming in, *
 from this time forth for evermore.

Introduction to the Epistle Reading
In this passage from Romans, Paul refers to the story of Abraham to support his argument that 
justification or reconciliation with God comes through faith, not by obedience to the law or 
anything one does.

Second Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17                  The Jerusalem Bible

Apply this to Abraham, the ancestor from whom we are all descended. If Abraham was 
justified as a reward for doing something, he would really have had something to boast 
about, though not in God’s sight because scripture says: Abraham put his faith in God, 
and this faith was considered as justifying him. If a man has work to show, his wages 
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are not considered as a favour but as his due; but when a man has nothing to show 
except faith in the one who justifies sinners, then his faith is considered as justifying him. 
The promise of inheriting the world was not made to Abraham and his descendants on 
account of any law but on account of the righteousness which consists in faith.

If the world is only to be inherited by those who submit to the Law, then faith is 
pointless and the promise worth nothing. Law involves the possibility of punishment for 
breaking the law – only where there is no law can that be avoided.

That is why what fulfils the promise depends on faith, so that it may be a free gift and 
be available to all of Abraham’s descendants, not only those who belong to the Law but 
also those who belong to the faith of Abraham who is the father of all of us. As scripture 
says: I have made you the ancestor of many nations Abraham is our father in the eyes of 
God, in whom he put his faith, and who brings the dead to life and calls into being what 
does not exist.

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

A bell is rung. We wait until we cannot hear the bell ringing before continuing. 

Gospel Acclamation: Kum Ba Yah GTG #472 Vs 1,4 
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Introduction to the Gospel Reading 
Though we read mostly through the Gospel of Matthew in Year A of the lectionary, for the rest of 
Lent, we will hear passages from the Gospel of John. In this passage, Jesus meets with Nicodemus, a 
wealthy and powerful member of the Sanhedrin, the local Jewish court. Nicodemus will later go on 
to challenge the court’s critique of Jesus and assists in preparing Jesus’s body for burial after his death.

Gospel Reading: John 3:1-17                                     The Jerusalem Bible

Deacon    The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

There was one of the Pharisees called Nicodemus, a leading Jew, who came to Jesus by 
night and said, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who comes from God; for no 
one could perform the signs that you do unless God were with him.’ Jesus answered: 
‘I tell you most solemnly, unless a man is born from above, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God.’ Nicodemus said, ‘How can a grown man be born? Can he go back into his 
mother’s womb and be born again?’ Jesus replied: ‘I tell you most solemnly, unless a 
man is born through water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God: what is 
born of the flesh is flesh; what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be surprised when 
I say: You must be born from above. The wind blows wherever it pleases; you hear its 
sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. That is how it is 
with all who are born of the Spirit.’ ‘How can that be possible?’ asked Nicodemus. ‘You, 
a teacher in Israel, and you do not know these things!’ replied Jesus.

‘I tell you most solemnly, we speak only about what we know and witness only to what 
we have seen and yet you people reject our evidence. If you do not believe me when I 
speak about things in this world, how are you going to believe me when I speak to you 
about heavenly things? No one has gone up to heaven except the one who came down 
from heaven, the Son of Man who is in heaven; and the Son of Man must be lifted up as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so that everyone who believes may have eternal 
life in him.

Yes, God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not be lost but may have eternal life.

For God sent his Son into the world not to condemn the world, but so that through him 
the world might be saved.

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Repeat Gospel Acclamation

Sermon: Amma Eliza Linley, Assisting Priest
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The Nicene Creed BCP 358

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth, and of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
 true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
 from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People for Lent compiled by the Rev. Terry Gleason

Deacon In this holy season, we bring to God the deepest needs and desires of our 
hearts: for ourselves, for one another, and for our world.

Intercessor For those preparing for Baptism and for all the holy people of God, that 
we may heed the voice of the Lord and reform our ways and our deeds. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People  Hear our prayer.

Intercessor For Lucinda, our Bishop, and the congregations of our diocese; for 
the Anglican Communion and the entire Church of God; that in the 
wilderness of this world the church may provide waters of life to all who 
thirst. Lord, in your mercy,

People  Hear our prayer.
Intercessor In the Anglican cycle of prayer, we pray for Church of the Province of 

South East Asia. In our diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for for the 
commemoration of the Martyrs of Sudan.

People  Hear our prayer.
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Intercessor That civil authorities may open their ears and listen to the voices that cry out 
for food and shelter, for dignity, for equality and peace. Lord, in your mercy,

People  Hear our prayer.

Intercessor That enemies will be reconciled to God and to one another in our parish, 
our community, our nation, and our world. Lord, in your mercy

People  Hear our prayer.

Intercessor For lands made desolate by war, and refugees driven from their homes by 
conflict, that we may come to a sabbath of healing and a season of peace. 

 Lord, in your mercy,
People  Hear our prayer.

Intercessor For the sick and those who have asked our prayers; especially those we 
now name, either silently or aloud:  (pause).  May they find in Christ 
crucified new strength in their suffering and, in Christ’s disciples, wise 
allies in their struggles. Lord, in your mercy,

People  Hear our prayer.

Intercessor That those who have been sown with Christ in death, particularly those 
we now name:  (pause)  may bear an abundant harvest with Christ in 
eternal life. Lord, in your mercy,

People  Hear our prayer.

Concluding Collect (A Collect for Peace)      BCP 123

All Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just 
works: Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our 
minds may be fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear 
of all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our 
Savior. Amen.

Confession of Sin BCP 360

Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence, to allow time for individuals to silently confess specific sins to God.

All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are 
truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory 
of your Name. Amen.

Absolution EOW 1

Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the 
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen.
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The Peace
Presider The peace of Christ be always with you.
People And also with you.

Because the sharing of the peace symbolizes being reconciled with one another before receiving 
communion, it is particularly appropriate to seek out anyone with whom you may have had a 
conflict recently and offer a sign of peace at this time.

Welcome to Visitors

Community Prayers
For Birthdays, Baptism Anniversaries, Wedding Anniversaries, and Travelers

Presider Watch over Rev. Mary Lou McKenney (3/8) and Robbie Kilpatrick (3/11), 
O Lord, as their days increase; 

People Bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they 
stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they 
fall; and in their hearts may your peace which passes understanding abide 
all the days of their lives.

Presider We ask for courage, patience and vision for _____, who celebrate their baptism 
anniversaries this week.

People Strengthen them in their Christian vocation of witness to the world and of 
service to others.

Presider Send your blessing upon Debra Spencer & Jim Rolens (3/5) as they 
celebrate their wedding anniversary.

People May they so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and 
patience that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace.

Presider O God, whose glory fills your whole creation, and whose presence we find 
wherever we go, preserve ____________ as they travel.

People Surround them with your loving care, protect them from every danger, 
and bring them in safety to their journey’s end. Amen.

†  The Holy Communion †
The Offertory 
During the offertory portion of the service, we offer our gifts to God. At St. John’s, that takes the 
form of both financial gifts and gifts of our time. Time donated is documented on a form and put 
in the offering plate along with financial offerings. If you’re participating online, you can find links to 
donate on the Virtual Worship page of our website: www.st-john-aptos.org/virtual-worship.html

Offertory Sentence  2 Corinthians 9:8, Jerusalem Bible

“There is no limit to the blessings which God can send you – he will make sure that you 
will always have all you need for yourselves in every possible circumstance, and still 
have something to spare for all sorts of good works.” - The Apostle Paul
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Offertory Solo: I Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For U2
Sung by Andrew Carter 
I have climbed highest mountains.
I have run through the fields.
I have run, I have crawled,
I have scaled these city walls,
Only to be with you.

I have kissed honey lips,
Felt the healing in her fingertips,
It burned like fire
This burning desire.

I have spoke with the tongue of angels.

I have held the hand of a devil.
It was warm in the night.
I was cold as a stone.

I believe in the kingdom come,
Then all the colors will bleed into one,
But yes I’m still running.

You broke the bonds
and you loosed the chains,
carried the cross of my shame.
You know I believe it.

But I still haven’t found what I’m looking for.

Presentation Hymn: Take My Life and Let It Be Hymnal 1982 #707
The Presentation Hymn is sung as the usher brings the offerings up to the altar.
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Eucharistic Prayer A BCP 361

Presider The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Presider  Lift up your hearts.
People  We lift them to the Lord.

Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People   It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Presider  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth through Jesus Christ our 
Lord; who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By his grace we are able 
to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him who 
died for us and rose again. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim 
the glory of your Name:
All  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.
 Hosanna in the highest.
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
 Hosanna in the highest.

Presider    Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, 
sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die 
as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, 
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
All  Christ has died.
 Christ is risen.
 Christ will come again.
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Presider We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and 
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
Presider:  As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

All  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread BCP 463

Presider:  Jesus, Lamb of God,
People:  Have mercy on us.

Presider:  Jesus, bearer of our sins,
People:  Have mercy on us.

Presider: Jesus, redeemer of the world,
People:  give us your peace.

Invitation to Communion
Presider  The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Receiving communion is an act of renewing one’s commitment to Christ and receiving grace to 
continue to follow him. Please join us in the circle, even if you choose not to receive communion, 
which you can indicate by crossing your arms over your chest as the servers come by. If you 
choose not to receive, the priest will say a blessing over you instead.

Distribution of Communion
The bread is distributed first. Please hold out your hands to indicate your desire to receive; the 
priest will place the bread in your hand. Gluten-free wafers are available if needed; they are in a 
separate gold container on the paten (plate) with the bread. 

The wine will be served in the common cup (chalice) and from a flagon (pitcher) that is not shared 
with others. To receive from the non-shared flagon, you must have brought a cup from home; 
hold out that cup as the servers come around so they can see that you would like to receive from 
the flagon instead of the chalice. If you would like to abstain from the wine entirely, cross your 
arms over your chest when the wine comes by.



13

For Online Participants: Prayer for Spiritual Communion
Those not physically present to receive communion can say this prayer while communion is 
being distributed: “In union, O Lord, with the faithful of St. John’s, where the Holy Eucharist is 
now being celebrated, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my soul and 
body, with the earnest wish that I may always be united to you. And since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself with you and 
embrace you with all the love of my soul. Let nothing ever separate you from me. May I live in 
you, and may you live in me, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen.”

If you live in Santa Cruz County and would like someone to bring you communion at home, 
please contact the church office at 831-708-2278 or email LEVs@st-john-aptos.org.

Communion Hymn: Your Only Son, Lamb of God  GTG #518 
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Communion Hymn: Ubi Caritas GATHER #301

Sending Forth of Lay Eucharistic Visitors
Deacon We send you forth bearing these gifts
People  that those to whom you go may share with us in this Holy Communion.

The Postcommunion Prayer Anglican Church of Australia (adapted)

All Compassionate and loving God, through your Son Jesus Christ you have fed us, 
and reconciled your people to yourself. May we who have shared in this holy meal know 
your forgiveness in our lives, bring your reconciliation to others, and be a sign of your 
wholeness in this broken world. Following Christ’s example of fasting and prayer, may 
we obey you with willing hearts and serve one another in holy love. Amen.

Solemn Prayer Over the People Lent 2

Keep this your family, Lord, with your never-failing mercy, that relying solely on the 
help of your heavenly grace, they may be upheld by your divine protection; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Closing Hymn: Seek Ye First Hymnal 1982 #711

Dismissal 
Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God. 

Music from The Hymnal 1982 & its authorized supplements are reprinted with permission 
through Rite Song, a one-time reprint license for congregational use. All other music reprinted 

with permission through ONE LICENSE, License #A-7 19377.
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Serving Today at 10:30 a.m.
Presider: The Rev. Tracy Wells Miller, Rector
Preacher: The Rev. Eliza Linley, Assisting Priest
Deacon: The Rev. Joan Anderson, Deacon
Music: Andrew Carter, Director of Music Ministries
Acolyte:  Win Fernald
Hebrew Scripture: Laura Caldwell
Epistle: Karen Greenleaf
Intercessor:  Joan Butler
Chalice Bearer, Psalm Leader: Andrew Pudan
Usher: Jacklyn Johnston
Altar Guild: Eileen Fernald, Cindy Phillips, Wilma Staver,
 Tina Grubbe
Scripture Intros: The Rev. Tracy Wells Miller

Coffee hour today is thanks to Debra Spencer.

Clergy Staff
The Rev. Tracy Wells Miller(“Mother Tracy”), Rector
rector@st-john-aptos.org, (831) 708-6828 (cell)
The Rev. Joan Anderson (“Deacon Joan”), Deacon
deacon@st-john-aptos.org, (831) 262-7385 (cell)

Lay Staff  staff@st-john-aptos.org
Chrys Sparks, Office Manager
admin@st-john-aptos.org, (831) 708-6850 (cell)
Andrew S. Carter, Director of Music Ministries
music@st-john-aptos.org, (831) 291-2888 (cell)
Matt McCabe, Sexton
matt@st-john-aptos.org, (831) 419-4998 (cell)
Maritza Medina, Nursery Coordinator 
maritzayjuan@sbcglobal.net, (831) 325-8405 (cell)
Rosa Miriam Escobar, Janitor
Diane Scofield, Helpful Shop Manager
helpfulshop@st-john-aptos.org, 831-332-7711 (cell)
Lisa Freeman, Community Youth Prog.Director
community-youth@st-john-aptos.org, 831-854-7265 (cell)
Realm (view directory & giving info, post messages to parishioners)

www.onrealm.org (contact the office for a password)

Assisting Clergy    clergy@st-john-aptos.org
The Rev. Mary Craig Caruthers (“Rev. Mary Craig”)
The Rev. John Duncan (“Father John”)
The Rev. Eliza Linley (“Amma Eliza”)
The Rev. Mary Lou McKenney (“Rev. Mary Lou”)

Vestry (Governing Board)
To reach the entire vestry, email vestry@st-john-aptos.org.

Administration Team vestry-admin@st-john-aptos.org
Mother Tracy, Rector
Win Fernald, Senior Warden 
Debra Spencer, Junior Warden
Alliee DeArmond, Clerk
Nelson Crandall, Treasurer
Jon Showalter

Internal Ministry Support Team
vestry-internal@st-john-aptos.org
Anne Baker, Liz Lindsley, Antonette Wood

External Ministry Support Team
vestry-external@st-john-aptos.org
Kathy Butler, Joanna Phillips, Susan von Schmacht

The Leadership of St. John’s
Ministers: All of us!


