
F i r s t  S u n d ay  a f t e r  C h r i s t m a s : 
Le s s o n s  &  C a ro l s

D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  2 0 2 3   1 1  a . m .



2

Welcome to  S t .  John ’s !
• Restrooms are located on both ends of the building.

• For prayer requests, email prayer@st-john-aptos.org (routes to a group of 40+ 
parishioners who will pray for your request immediately upon receipt of the message.)

Prelude:
   Noel X Louis Claude Daquin 

   Come Thou Down from Heaven J.S. Bach

   Of the Father’s Love Begotten arr.Wilbur Held

   Polish Lullaby Carol arr. E. A. Craft
Performed by Vicki Melendy
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Opening Hymn: Once in Royal David’s City Hymnal 1982 #102
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Bidding Prayer  BOS 38 (Traditional)

Dear People of God: in this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once 
more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem, and see the Son of God lying in the 
manger.

Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time 
of our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy child 
Jesus; and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise.

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and justice on earth, for 
the unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in 
our country and in this city.

And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and the 
helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the 
lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as those who do not know and 
love the Lord Jesus Christ.

Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole 
multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with 
whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore.

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and 
to the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.

1st Lesson: Genesis 3:8–15; 17–19 NRSV

The man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the 
time of the evening breeze, and they hid themselves from the presence of the LORD 
God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man, and said to 
him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man 
said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I 
ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The 
woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild 
creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he 
will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.”

And to the man he said, ‘Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have 
eaten of the tree about which I commanded you, “You shall not eat of it”, cursed is the 
ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and 
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thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat 
of your face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were 
taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

1st Carol: O Come All Ye Faithful Hymnal 1982 #83
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2nd Lesson: Genesis 22:15–18 NRSV

The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, 
“By myself I have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not 
withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring 
as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your 
offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the 
nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.”

2nd Carol: In the Bleak Midwinter Hymnal 1982 #112 
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3rd Lesson: Isaiah 9:2, 6–7 NRSV

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 
deep darkness - on them light has shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given 
to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there 
shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and 
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

3rd Carol: Good Christian Friends Rejoice                            Hymnal 1982 #107
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4th Lesson: Isaiah 11:1–3a; 4a; 6–9 NRSV

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.

His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. With righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; The wolf shall live with the lamb, the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a 
little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down 
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the 
hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.

They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

4th Carol: God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen Hymnal 1982 #105

5th Lesson: Luke 1:26–35; 38 NRSV

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The 
Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. 
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The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God 
will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can 
this be, since I am a virgin?” 

The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called 
Son of God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

5th Carol: Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming Hymnal 1982 #81
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6th Lesson: Luke 2: 1; 3–7 NRSV

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn.

6th Carol: Still, Still, Still Glory to God #124
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7th Lesson: Luke 2:8-16 NRSV

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped 
in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known 
to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.

7th Carol: It Came Upon the Midnight Clear Hymnal 1982 #89
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8th Lesson: Matthew 2:1-12 NRSV

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet:
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 
go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead 
of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place 
where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 
with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return 
to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
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8th Carol: We Three Kings Hymnal 1982 #128
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9th Lesson: John 1:1-14 NRSV

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was 
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all 
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

9th Carol: Of the Father’s Love Begotten Hymnal 1982 #82
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Welcome to Visitors

†  The Holy Communion †
The Offertory 
During the offertory portion of the service, we offer our gifts to God. At St. John’s, that takes the 
form of both financial gifts and gifts of our time. Time donated is documented on a form and put 
in the offering plate along with financial offerings. If you’re participating online, you can find links to 
donate on the Virtual Worship page of our website: www.st-john-aptos.org/virtual-worship.html

Offertory Sentence  Deuteronomy 16:16-1 (NIV)

“No one should appear before the LORD empty-handed; each of you must bring a gift in 
proportion to the way the LORD your God has blessed you.”                                 

-The Law of Moses, regarding offerings at the Festival of Booths

Music from The Hymnal 1982 & its authorized supplements are reprinted with permission 
through Rite Song, a one-time reprint license for congregational use. All other music reprinted with 

permission through ONE LICENSE, License #A-7 19377.
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Offertory Hymn: What Child is This Hymnal 1982 #115



17

Presentation Hymn: In the Bleak Midwinter Hymnal 1982 #112 vs. 4
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Eucharistic Prayer 3 EOW #3

Presider The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Presider  Lift up your hearts.
People  We lift them to the Lord.

Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Presider All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and 
loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom 
you created all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it 
burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to 
humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for 
our journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings 
and all creation as we shout with joy:

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.
 Hosanna in the highest.
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
 Hosanna in the highest.

Presider    Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; 
you called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from 
bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, 
to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a 
fragrant offering.

Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into your 
life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us.

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my 
Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you 
and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
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And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and 
ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your 
earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:

Presider and People
 Dying, you destroyed our death.
 Rising, you restored our life.
 Christ Jesus, come in glory!

Presider    Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that 
they may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your 
Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and love.

Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather 
us with all your people into the joy of our true eternal home.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we 
worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise. 

All Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN.

Presider As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now say.
The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The celebrant breaks the bread.

The Breaking of the Bread
Presider:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
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Invitation to Communion
Presider  The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Receiving communion is an act of renewing one’s commitment to Christ and receiving grace to 
continue to follow him. Please join us in the circle, even if you choose not to receive communion, 
which you can indicate by crossing your arms over your chest as the servers come by. If you 
choose not to receive, the priest will say a blessing over you instead.

Distribution of Communion
The bread is distributed first. Please hold out your hands to indicate your desire to receive; the 
priest will place the bread in your hand. Gluten-free wafers are available if needed; they are in a 
separate gold container on the paten (plate) with the bread. 

The wine will be served in the common cup (chalice) and from a flagon (pitcher) that is not shared 
with others. To receive from the non-shared flagon, you must have brought a cup from home; 
hold out that cup as the servers come around so they can see that you would like to receive from 
the flagon instead of the chalice. At this time we are not allowing intinction, dipping the bread into 
the wine chalice. If you would like to abstain from the wine entirely, cross your arms over your 
chest when the wine comes by.

For Online Participants: Prayer for Spiritual Communion
Those not physically present to receive communion can say this prayer while communion is 
being distributed: “In union, O Lord, with the faithful of St. John’s, where the Holy Eucharist is 
now being celebrated, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my soul and 
body, with the earnest wish that I may always be united to you. And since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself with you and 
embrace you with all the love of my soul. Let nothing ever separate you from me. May I live in 
you, and may you live in me, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen.” If you live in Santa 
Cruz County and would like someone to bring you communion at home, please contact the 
church office at 831-708-2278 or email LEVs@st-john-aptos.org.
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Communion Hymn: Away in a Manger Glory to God #115

Post-Communion Prayer                                                                    BCP 365

All     Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
 you have graciously accepted us as living members 
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
 and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
 Send us now into the world in peace, 
 and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 
 with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Christmas Blessing
May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy 
season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. 
Amen. May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth,  
fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen. May God, who in the 
Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his peace and 
favor. Amen. And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen

Closing Hymn: Joy to the World Hymnal 1982 #100
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The Dismissal 
Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.  

Postlude: Sussex Carol Dale Wood

Special thanks to our guest musician, Vicki Melendy!
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Serving Today at 11 a.m.
Presider: The Rev. Eliza Linley, Interim Pastor
Music: Andrew Carter, Director of Music Ministries
Guest Musician: Vicki Melendy 
Lector 1: Nelson Crandall
Lector 2: Jeanne O’Grady
Lector 3: Kathy Butler
Lector 4: Tom Butler
Lector 5: Tina Grubbe
Lector 6: Wendy Stevens
Lector 7: Diane Scofield
Lector 8: Jon Showalter
Lector 9: Debra Spencer
Acolyte: Brody Lucchesi 
Intercessor: Jane Dawson
LEM/ Psalm Leader: Andrew Pudan
Usher: Brian Raney

Clergy Staff
The Rev. Eliza Linley (“Amma Eliza”) 
Interim Pastor, rector@st-john-aptos.org

Lay Staff  staff@st-john-aptos.org
Chrys Sparks, Office Manager
admin@st-john-aptos.org, (831) 708-6850 (cell)

Andrew S. Carter, Director of Music Ministries
music@st-john-aptos.org, (831) 291-2888 (cell)

Matt McCabe, Sexton
matt@st-john-aptos.org, (831) 419-4998 (cell)

Elizabeth Sanchez, Helpful Shop Manager
helpfulshop@st-john-aptos.org, 831-295-1142 (cell)

Rosa Miriam Escobar, Janitor

Lisa Freeman, Community Youth Prog. Director
community-youth@st-john-aptos.org, 831-854-7265 (cell) 

Realm (view directory & giving info, post messages to parishioners)

www.onrealm.org (contact the office for a password)

Assisting Clergy    clergy@st-john-aptos.org
The Rev. Mary Craig Caruthers (“Rev. Mary Craig”)
The Rev. John Duncan (“Father John”)
The Rev. Mary Lou McKenney (“Rev. Mary Lou”)

Vestry (Governing Board)
To reach the entire vestry, email vestry@st-john-aptos.org.

Administration Team vestry-admin@st-john-aptos.org
Win Fernald, Senior Warden 
Debra Spencer, Junior Warden
Alliee DeArmond, Clerk
Nelson Crandall, Treasurer
Jon Showalter

Internal Ministry Support Team
vestry-internal@st-john-aptos.org
Anne Baker, Liz Lindsley, Antonette Wood

External Ministry Support Team
vestry-external@st-john-aptos.org
Kathy Butler, Joanna Phillips, Susan von Schmacht

The Leadership of St. John’s
Ministers: All of us!


