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Power is made perfect in weakness 

Sermon for Sunday, July 4, 2021 (Proper 9, Year B) 

Mtr. Tracy J. Wells Miller, Rector 

 

The Apostle Paul was an expert in what we might call the "humble brag," and 

today's passage from 2 Corinthians is a perfect example of it:  

 

"I'm not going to brag… but if I were, I'd have a lot of things to brag about… but 

I'm not going to brag…" 

 

I chuckle when I read some of Paul's writings because he's just so delightfully 

human.  

 

That egotistical, zealous religious leader who was so sure he was right about Jesus 

not being the Messiah when he persecuted Christians before his conversion 

experience is still himself, he's just changed teams.  

 

He's still convinced he's right and better than others, but at least coming to know 

Jesus has taught him that that is not something to celebrate about himself.  

 

He tries, oh, he tries not to brag, but there are just so many wonderful things about 

himself that it's really hard not to!  

 

However ironic Paul's "humble bragging" may be, he does at least understand that 

ultimately, the Gospel is not all about him. He's always reminding the churches – 

and himself, it seems – when they get caught up in ego posturing about who's the 

most spiritually enlightened, who's had the most "exceptional" revelations from 

God, that they should be giving glory to God, not to any one human being. 

 

Because we have a tendency to give ourselves credit instead of giving God credit 

when we do something good, Paul says that we shouldn't focus on our successes, 

the things we might be tempted to brag about, but instead focus on our weaknesses, 

because our weaknesses force us to acknowledge that we need help, that we need 

God and each other. 
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It's a bit ironic to be talking about weakness and dependency on Independence Day 

weekend, but it's worth noting that independence has never been a spiritual virtue.  

 

The creation story in Genesis makes clear that God did not create us to be lone 

rangers or "rugged individualists," however much our society holds those images 

up as ideals.  

 

"It is not good for man to be alone," God says in the creation story, and so he 

creates a partner for him. Human beings were created to be in relationship with one 

another. We were created to need one another and to need God. 

 

Our society teaches us that the ideal person is someone who is entirely self-

sufficient and needs no help from anyone, but that's not what the scripture teaches 

us. The scriptures teach us that the ideal state is not one of independence, but one 

of interdependence – one in which we all depend on one another.  

 

In his letters to the churches, Paul used the image of many different parts forming 

one human body to represent the Christian community, which he called the "body 

of Christ." "If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? Or if the 

whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be?" he wrote.  

 

His point was that each of us brings different strengths – and weaknesses – to the 

community, and they balance each other out. While you might not be great at 

something, someone else in the community probably is… and that same person is 

probably not great at the things you're great at… but when you put us all together, 

and add prayer and God's Holy Spirit to help us, we're able to do it all.  

 

When we're aware of our weaknesses and acknowledge them, we're able to avoid 

the kind of failure that is caused by refusing to ask for help. Knowing that we need 

help is a spiritual blessing, because it opens our eyes to the many gifts and skills of 

others around us, and to the power of God's grace that is always sufficient for us. 

 

Paul was able to see the "thorn in his flesh," this physical weakness and ailment, as 

a gift from God because it reminded him that he wasn't perfect. Through his 

struggle with wanting to be freed of that imperfection, he heard a powerful word of 

comfort from God: "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in 

weakness." 

 

Power is made perfect in weakness. 
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What an appropriate message from a god who showed his power in dying on the 

cross, who always turned society's values on their heads, teaching that the last will 

be first and the first will be last, that to become truly rich we much give away our 

wealth.  

 

Power is made perfect in weakness.  

 

"When I am weak, then I am strong," Paul says, because weakness forces me to 

receive help from others and from God that makes me much stronger than I could 

ever be by myself. 

 

So the next time you stumble over one of your weaknesses or shortcomings, 

remember to ask God for help and look around to see who God has put in your life 

to provide that help. Let an awareness of your weaknesses be a cause for rejoicing 

instead of despair, because in acknowledging your need for help, you're about to 

become much more powerful and effective for the work of the kingdom of God 

than you ever could be alone. Thanks be to God. 

 

 


