
10:30 SERVICE
presented via livestreaming

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
M ay  2 ,  2 0 2 1
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We l c o m e ,  V i s i t o r s !
We are glad you joined us for this online service. Please fill out our Online Welcome Card so we 
can get to know you. Visit our website www.st-john-aptos.org, for more information about our 
community.

A n n o u n c e m e n t s
An asterisk (*) denotes in-person events or activities.

Mother Tracy will be on vacation from April 26-May 22. During her absence:
Father John Duncan and Amma Eliza Linley will be leading worship, and Amma Eliza 
will be answering the clergy on-call line.

Bart Coddington, as senior warden, will be the person canonically in charge of the 
parish in her absence. Go to him with any personnel issues and administrative issues 
that don’t require the services of a priest. Nelson Crandall, as treasurer, will in charge of 
financial matters.

New Items on the St. John’s Calendar:
Weekly, Weds, 12:45-2 p.m., Chime Choir Practise, Back Patio through May 19 
(at least)  Contact: Andrew Carter.

Tuesdays, 5/4, 5/11, 5/18 Prayer Vigil, Front Courtyard 11:45 am 12;30 p.m. 
Contact: Sherrie DeWitt.

Sundays, 5/9, 5/16, 5/23  5 p.m., Stations of Resurrection, Front Courtyard.

Sunday, 5/23, Holy Eucharist (without chalice) Front Courtyard, also broadcast as 
virtual worship.

May 23 online registration for in person worship is set up in Realm.

Also May 23 sign up for drive-by communion is set up in Google Forms - link here:
https://forms.gle/5Fa6ifDshnJWCTFx8
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A Service of SpirituAl communion
Following the outline of the Holy Eucharist, Rite II from the Book of Common Prayer (1979)

†  T h e  L i t u r g y  o f  t h e  Wo r d  †

Opening Hymn: Come Away to the Skies Hymnal 1982 #213
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Opening Acclamation BCP 355

Presider Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

The Collect for Purity 
Presider  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Pascha Nostrum Wonder Love  & Praise #880
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Collect of the Day
Presider The Lord be with you.
People   And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. (Silence.) Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting 
life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and 
the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Introduction to the First Lesson
In our reading from the Acts, the Apostle Philip baptizes a court official from Ethiopia.

Acts 8:26-40 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now 
there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, 
in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning 
home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to 
Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading 
the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, 
“How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside 
him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
so he does not open his mouth.
In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
Who can describe his generation? 
For his life is taken away from the earth.”

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this 
scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the 
road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to 
prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, 
Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they 
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him 
no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was 
passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to 
Caesarea.
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Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

A bell is rung. We wait until we cannot hear the residual of the bell ringing anymore before 
beginning the psalm.

Psalm 22:24-30 BCP Translation

24  My praise is of him in the great assembly; *
 I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.

25  The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
 and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: *
 “May your heart live for ever!”

26  All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, *
 and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.

27  For kingship belongs to the LORD; *
 he rules over the nations.

28  To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; *
 all who go down to the dust fall before him.

29  My soul shall live for him;
 my descendants shall serve him; *
 they shall be known as the LORD’S for ever.

30  They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn *
 the saving deeds that he has done.
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Introduction to the Second Lesson
Right before this passage begins, the author of 1 John exhorts the people to “test the spirits” to 
discern whether they are from God or not and talks about how to distinguish the spirit of truth 
from the spirit of error. Here, he returns to the theme of loving one another that we heard in last 
week’s passage from 1 John.

1 John 4:7-21                                          New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born 
of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 
God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so 
that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved 
us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us 
so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the 
world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in 
God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love 
has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, 
because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love 
casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached 
perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, “I love God,” and 
hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister 
whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment 
we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

A bell is rung. We wait until we cannot hear the residual of the bell ringing anymore before 
beginning the Gospel acclamation.
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Gospel Acclamation: Halle, Halle, Hallelujah MHSO #18

Introduction to the Gospel Reading 
Today’s Gospel reading comes from the long “Farewell Discourse” in John, where Jesus speaks to 
his disciples the night before his death. Right before this passage, he has just reassured them that 
although he is about to go to the Father, he will send them the Holy Spirit as an advocate and guide.

John 15:1-8                                             New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)

Deacon    The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He 
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes 
to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have 
spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, 
you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because 
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apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like 
a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If 
you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 
disciples.”

Deacon    The Gospel of the Lord.
People      Praise to you, Lord Christ.
We repeat the Gospel acclamation after the Gospel reading.

Sermon  The Rev. Eliza Linley,  Assisting Priest
A moment of silence follows the sermon.

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth, and of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
 true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
 from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People        from St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Evanston, IL & Ewing, NJ

Deacon Rejoicing in the mighty acts of God who has delivered his people from  sin and 
death through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, let us lift our voices and pray,

Intercessor   Risen Lord,
People   Hear our prayer.

Intercessor   Let us give thanks to God for the multitude of blessings he showers upon us:
  For our lives and for those whom we love,
  For the beauty of this home God has created for us,
  For our families and our friendships,
  Let us give thanks to the God of Life.

Special intentions are offered silently or aloud.

Intercessor   Risen Lord,
People   Hear our prayer.
Intercessor  Let us pray for the Church, that it may carry forward the redemptive 

works of God:
 For our clergy and our bishops,
 For the many lay people who serve the church,
 And serve the world through the church.
 For those gathered here in worship and prayer.

Special intentions are offered silently or aloud.

Intercessor  Let us pray for our specific branch of the Church: the Anglican 
Communion, our Diocese of El Camino Real, and our parish, St. John’s. In the Anglican 
cycle of prayer, we pray for the The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem & the Middle East. In 
our diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for St. Dunstan’s, Carmel Valley and for all mothers 
on Mothers’ Day.

In our parish cycle of prayer, we pray for Gary Rominger, Chrys Sparks, and Nancy 
Young. From our parish prayer list, we pray for Harper Sims, Marilynne & Duane, and 
Pete Campbell.          

Intercessor   Risen Lord,
People   Hear our prayer.

Intercessor  Let us pray for the newly baptized, that the joy of Easter may ever grow 
                    within them, and that the Spirit may guide them in lives of active faith.

Special intentions are offered silently or aloud.

Intercessor   Risen Lord,
People   Hear our prayer.



11

Intercessor  Let us pray for the nations and peoples of the world, that the powers 
that oppress and destroy may decline, and that justice, peace, and 
prosperity be lifted up.

Special intentions are offered silently or aloud.

Intercessor   Risen Lord,
People   Hear our prayer.

Intercessor  Let us pray for those who are sick, those who suffer, those who struggle, 
 those and who have died, that the hope born of Easter give them peace, 
 acceptance and renewal, and that through their struggles they may come
 into closer communion with the God who redeems and restores.

Special intentions are offered silently or aloud.

Intercessor   Risen Lord,
People   Hear our prayer.

Concluding Collect                                                                           BCP 291

All O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your 
whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your 
providence, carry out in tranquillity the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and 
know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had 
grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection 
by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Please share the peace with those who are watching with you in person. You can also leave a 
comment on the live stream to share the peace with others watching virtually.

Community Prayers
For Birthdays: BCP 830

Watch over Leonard Cowan (6), Benjamin Davis (7), Bill Kell (8), O Lord, as their days 
increase. Bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; 
comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their 
hearts may your peace which passes understanding abide all the days of her life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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For Baptism Anniversaries:                                                                      BCP 421, modified

Almighty God, through baptism you unite us to the death and resurrection of your 
Son Jesus Christ and commission us for ministry in his name. As your servant 
Leonard Cowan (6), celebrates the anniversaries of his baptism, give him courage, 
patience, and vision, and strengthen him in his Christian vocation of witness to the world 
and of service to others, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Wedding Anniversaries: BCP 431

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the 
spiritual unity between Christ and his Church; send therefore your blessing upon your 
servants ___________________, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in 
faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven 
of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

For Travelers: BCP 831

O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose presence we 
find wherever we go: Preserve those who travel, in particular _______________; surround 
them with your loving care; protect them from every danger; and bring them in safety to 
their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Welcome to Visitors

†  The Spiritual Communion †
The Offertory 
During the offertory portion of the service, we offer our gifts to God. At St. John’s, that takes the 
form of both financial gifts and gifts of time, which we record on a time donation form receive 
formal statements of thanks. During this portion of the service, we also hear occasionally from 
parishioners in a “Minute for Ministry,” a short testimony about how they use their gifts in God’s 
service.

Offertory Anthem
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Presentation Hymn: Jesus is Lord of all the earth Hymnal 1982: #178 Vs 2
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Psalm 42:1-7                                                                     BCP 643

1  As the deer longs for the water-brooks, *
    so longs my soul for you, O God.

2  My soul is athirst for God, athirst for the living God; *
    when shall I come to appear before the presence of God?

3  My tears have been my food day and night, *
    while all day long they say to me,
    “Where now is your God?”

4  I pour out my soul when I think on these things: *
    how I went with the multitude and led them into the house of God,

5  With the voice of praise and thanksgiving, *
    among those who keep holy-day.

6  Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? *
     and why are you so disquieted within me?

7  Put your trust in God; *
    for I will yet give thanks to him,
    who is the help of my countenance, and my God.

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                Jack Noble White 

Presider:  As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
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Prayer for Spiritual Communion Prayer Book for the Armed Forces

All In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, 
where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and 
thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await 
your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body 
and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me 
with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, 
and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.
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Hymn: I Come With Joy to Meet My Lord Hymnal 1982: 304
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The General Thanksgiving BCP 101

All Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
 we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
 for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
 to us and to all whom you have made. 
 We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
 and all the blessings of this life; 
 but above all for your immeasurable love 
 in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
 And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
 that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
 not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
 by giving up our selves to your service, 
 and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

The Easter Blessing BOS 2018, p. 12

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the 
resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen.

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, 
make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen.

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the 
Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 
and remain with you for ever. Amen.
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Closing Hymn: The Day of Resurection Hymnal 1982 #210
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Dismissal 
Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God. 

Concluding Sentence BCP 102

Officiant       The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.                              2 Corinthians 13:14
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Serving Today at 10:30 a.m.
Presider: The Rev. John Duncan
Preacher: The Rev. Eliza Linley
Deacon: The Rev. Joan Anderson
Recorded Music: Andrew Carter (managed by Brian Raney)
Organist: Ann Thiermann
Scripture Introductions: The Rev. Tracy Wells Miller
Lesson:  Michael Hudson
Epistle:  Tom Butler
Intercessor:  Mary Jane Chambers
Psalm Leader: Charles Greenleaf
Virtual Usher: Jane Dawson

Music from The Hymnal 1982 & its authorized supplements are reprinted with permission 
through Rite Song, a one-time reprint license for congregational use. All other music reprinted 

with permission through ONE LICENSE, License #A-7 19377.


