
10:30 SERVICE
In Person and via livestreaming

The Fourth Sunday of Easter
A p r i l  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1
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We l c o m e ,  V i s i t o r s !
We are glad you joined us for this online service. Please fill out our Online Welcome Card so we 
can get to know you. Visit our website www.st-john-aptos.org, for more information about our 
community.

A n n o u n c e m e n t s
An asterisk (*) denotes in-person events or activities.

*Stations of the Resurrection, Front Courtyard, April 11-May 23. There are eight 
“Stations of the Resurrection” temporarily installed in the front courtyard of the church, for your 
devotional enrichment during the Great 50 Days of Easter. The 9:15 adult formation hour on 
Sundays during Easter season will be looking at the stations in an electronic format (on Zoom) and 
discussing them. The installation will be in place through Pentecost (May 23).

*Pray the Stations of the Resurrection With Others - Sundays, 5 p.m., Tuesdays, 
11:30 a.m. Every Sunday evening and Tuesday midday for the rest of Easter Season, you can join 
with others to pray the Stations of the Resurrection in person on our church campus. Come on 
Sunday evenings for a structured time of prayer with a leader leading a group through the stations, 
and on Tuesdays for a more self-directed experience with others present at the same time.

A Call for Conversations on our Common Life. During Eastertide, the Vestry invites 
you into a conversation about the blessings and challenges of the past year of pandemic. We’ll 
be asking you to pray, listen and talk with each other in a variety of contexts on these questions: 
What have you especially MISSED in this past year? What have you ENJOYED, VALUED, or 
DISCOVERED? What particular PLANS or IDEAS have arisen for our future together as we look 
toward a time when we can gather in person more often again?

Mother Tracy on vacation April 26-May 22. Tomorrow, Mother Tracy leaves for vacation 
for almost a month. She will be driving across the country to Boston to meet her new nephews 
(born March 25) and spend some time with her sister’s family after their birth. In her absence, 
Father John and Amma Eliza will be leading services and Amma Eliza will be answering the clergy 
on-call line.

*In Person Holy Eucharist at 10:30 a.m. on Pentecost Sunday, May 23. Our next in-
person service of Holy Eucharist will be on Pentecost, in the front courtyard. Attendance is limited 
to 40 people (register here). No singing, but the hand chime choir will be playing. Wear a mask, 
maintain 6 feet of distance from others, and bring your own chair. If you’d like to attend online and 
pick up communion afterwards in the parking lot, you can sign up for that here.
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 The holy eucharisT
Rite II from the Book of Common Prayer (1979)

†  T h e  L i t u r g y  o f  t h e  Wo r d  †
Opening Music: Good Christians All Rejoice and Sing V.G. Martin

Opening Acclamation BCP 355

Presider Alleluia! Christ is risen.
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

The Collect for Purity 
Presider  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Pascha Nostrum (1 Cor. 5:7-8, Rom. 6:9-11, 1 Cor. 15:20-22) BCP 83

 All  Alleluia. Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *
     therefore let us keep the feast,
  Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *
     but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.
  Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *
     death no longer has dominion over him.
  The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *
     but the life he lives, he lives to God.
  So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *
     and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.
  Christ has been raised from the dead, *
     the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
  For since by a man came death, *
     by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
  For as in Adam all die, *
     so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.

Collect of the Day
Presider The Lord be with you.
People   And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. (Silence.) O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of 
your people: Grant that when we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by 
name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Introduction to the First Lesson
Right before this passage begins, Peter and John have been imprisoned overnight after healing a 
man lame from birth and teaching in the Temple that in Jesus there is resurrection from the dead. 
Now, they are summoned to appear before the authorities.

Acts 4:5-12                                                        New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)

The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, 
Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they 
had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what 
name did you do this?” Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of 
the people and elders, if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone 
who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, 
and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead. This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the 
cornerstone.’ (Psalm 118:22) There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

A bell is rung. We wait until we cannot hear the residual of the bell ringing anymore before 
beginning the psalm.

Psalm 23 BCP Translation

1  The LORD is my shepherd; *
 I shall not be in want.

2  He makes me lie down in green pastures *
 and leads me beside still waters.

3  He revives my soul *
 and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake.

4  Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
 I shall fear no evil; *
 for you are with me;
 your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5  You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
 you have anointed my head with oil,
 and my cup is running over.

6  Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
 and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
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Introduction to the Second Lesson
For the second lesson, we continue our reading from the first letter of John.

1 John 3:16-24                                          New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us-- and we ought to lay down our 
lives for one another. How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods 
and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?

Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by 
this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 
whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows 
everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; and 
we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what 
pleases him.

And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 
and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments 
abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the 
Spirit that he has given us.

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

A bell is rung. We wait until we cannot hear the residual of the bell ringing anymore before 
beginning the Gospel acclamation.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading 
The Fourth Sunday of Easter is also known as “Good Shepherd Sunday,” and this passage from the 
Gospel of John about Jesus as the Good Shepherd is always read.

John 10:11-18                                             New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)

Deacon    The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 
coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters 
them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am 
the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me 
and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do 
not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there 
will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down 
my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my 
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own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have 
received this command from my Father.”

Deacon    The Gospel of the Lord.
People      Praise to you, Lord Christ.

We repeat the Gospel acclamation after the Gospel reading.

Sermon    Mother Tracy Wells Miller, Rector
A moment of silence follows the sermon.

The Nicene Creed         English Language Liturgical Consultation (ELLC), EOW 53

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
 true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
 through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
 and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People        from St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Evanston, IL & Ewing, NJ

Deacon Rejoicing in the mighty acts of God who has delivered his people from  sin and 
death through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, let us lift our voices and pray,

Intercessor   Risen Lord,
People   Hear our prayer.
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Intercessor   Let us give thanks to God for the multitude of blessings he showers upon us:
  For our lives and for those whom we love,
  For the beauty of this home God has created for us,
  For our families and our friendships,
  Let us give thanks to the God of Life.

Special intentions are offered silently or aloud.

Intercessor   Risen Lord,
People   Hear our prayer.

Intercessor  Let us pray for the Church, that it may carry forward the redemptive works 
of God:
 For our clergy and our bishops,
 For the many lay people who serve the church,
 And serve the world through the church.
 For those gathered here in worship and prayer.

Special intentions are offered silently or aloud.

Intercessor  Let us pray for our specific branch of the Church: the Anglican 
  Communion, our Diocese of El Camino Real, and our parish, St. John’s. 

  In the Anglican cycle of prayer, we pray for the Nippon Sei Ko Kai (the 
  Anglican Church in Japan). 

  In our diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for St. Philip the Apostle in 
  Scotts Valley.

  In our parish cycle of prayer, we pray for Antonette Wood, 
  Nancy Goehring, and Cal Giaimo. 

  From our parish prayer list, we pray for David Richardson, Doug K., 
  and Andy Pudan.          

Intercessor   Risen Lord,
People   Hear our prayer.

Intercessor  Let us pray for the newly baptized, that the joy of Easter may ever grow 
                    within them, and that the Spirit may guide them in lives of active faith.

Special intentions are offered silently or aloud.

Intercessor   Risen Lord,
People   Hear our prayer.
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Intercessor  Let us pray for the nations and peoples of the world, that the powers 
that oppress and destroy may decline, and that justice, peace, and 
prosperity be lifted up.

Special intentions are offered silently or aloud.

Intercessor   Risen Lord,
People   Hear our prayer.

Intercessor  Let us pray for those who are sick, those who suffer, those who struggle, 
 those and who have died, that the hope born of Easter give them peace, 
 acceptance and renewal, and that through their struggles they may come
 into closer communion with the God who redeems and restores.

Special intentions are offered silently or aloud.

Intercessor   Risen Lord,
People   Hear our prayer.

Concluding Collect                                                                           BCP 291

All O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your 
whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your 
providence, carry out in tranquillity the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and 
know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had 
grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection 
by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Please share the peace with those who are attending with you in person, maintaining at least six 
feet of physical distance at all times (no hugging, shaking hands, etc). If you’re attending online, you 
can share the peace in the chat box on Zoom or YouTube.

Community Prayers
For Birthdays: BCP 830

Watch over Lisa Freeman (29), O Lord, as her days increase. Bless and guide her 
wherever she may be. Strengthen her when she stand; comfort her when discouraged 
or sorrowful; raise her up if she fall; and in her heart may your peace which passes 
understanding abide all the days of her life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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For Baptism Anniversaries:                                                                      BCP 421, modified

Almighty God, through baptism you unite us to the death and resurrection of your 
Son Jesus Christ and commission us for ministry in his name. As your servant 
Jack Beebe (1) celebrates the anniversary of his baptism, give him courage, patience, and 
vision, and strengthen him in his Christian vocation of witness to the world and of service 
to others, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Wedding Anniversaries: BCP 431

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the 
spiritual unity between Christ and his Church; send therefore your blessing upon your 
servants Chris Rowen & Anne Baker (1), Clifford & Isla Hall (1), that they may so love, 
honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, 
that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

For Travelers: BCP 831

O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose presence we 
find wherever we go: Preserve those who travel, in particular _______________; surround 
them with your loving care; protect them from every danger; and bring them in safety to 
their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Welcome to Visitors

†  The Holy Communion †
The Offertory 
During the offertory portion of the service, we offer our gifts to God. At St. John’s, that takes the 
form of both financial gifts and gifts of time, which we record on a time donation form receive 
formal statements of thanks. 

Offertory Solo: Come ye Faithful Raise the Strain W. Held

Eucharistic Prayer 1 EOW (p. 57-59)

Presider The Lord be with you.
People   And also with you.

Presider Lift up your hearts.
People   We lift them to the Lord.

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Presider It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all–holy God, 
source of life and fountain of mercy, but chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious 
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was 
sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed 
death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore, joining 
with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices 
with all creation as we say:

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.
 Hosanna in the highest.
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
 Hosanna in the highest.

Presider    Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You 
formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave 
the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your 
bountiful grace.

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your 
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, 
and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation 
for all people. Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you.

You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets 
to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal 
Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, 
he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over 
evil, opening the way of freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said:“Take, eat: This is 
my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

All Christ has died.
 Christ is risen.
 Christ will come again.
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Presider   Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your 
creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and 
Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with 
the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world.

Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with St. John the 
Baptist all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be 
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. 

People    AMEN!

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364

Presider    As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

All   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
 Give us today our daily bread.
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
 Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread.

Presider Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Invitation to Communion
Presider           The Gifts of God for the People of God.

The Communion
Communion will be distributed in one kind only, the bread (wafer). Please put your mask back on 
immediately after consuming the wafer. If you are participating online and you have a consecrated 
wafer, please consume it now.  If you do not have a consecrated wafer, you can say this Prayer for 
Spiritual Communion instead: 

“In union, O Lord, with the faithful of St. John’s, where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire 
to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my soul and body, with the earnest wish that I 
may always be united to you. And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I beseech you to come 
spiritually into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all the love of my soul. Let nothing 
ever separate you from me. May I live in you, and may you live in me, both in this life and in the life to 
come. Amen.”



Music During Communion: Variations on ‘O Perfect Love’ M. Burkhardt

The Postcommunion Prayer BCP 365

If you are participating online and have not yet received communion, you can say this prayer (or 
the post-communion prayer in your communion envelope) after you have received communion.

All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food 
 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
 and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
 singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Easter Blessing BOS 2018, p. 12

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the 
resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen.

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, 
make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen.

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the 
Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 
and remain with you for ever. Amen.

Dismissal 
Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia!
People   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

Closing Music: I Know that my Redeemer Live M. Burkhardt

Serving Today at 10:30 a.m.
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Tracy Wells Miller
Deacon: The Rev. Joan Anderson
Organist: Ann Elizabeth Thiermann
Scripture Introductions: The Rev. Tracy Wells Miller
Lesson:  Michael DeArmond
Epistle:  Alliee DeArmond
Psalm Leader: Jon Showalter
Intercessor:  Rick Becton
Usher: Sherrie DeWitt
Virtual Usher: Brian Raney


