
8:00 SERVICE

The Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
N ove m b e r  8 ,  2 0 2 0
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Morning Prayer
Rite II from the Book of Common Prayer (1979)

Opening Acclamation BCP 78

Officiant Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in 
your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.  Psalm 19:14

Confession of Sin        BCP 79

Officiant    Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence is kept to allow time to confess specific sins to God.

All Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we have sinned against you 
 in thought, word, and deed, 
 by what we have done, 
 and by what we have left undone. 
 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
 have mercy on us and forgive us; 
 that we may delight in your will, 
 and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Absolution BCP 80

Presider:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory & Psalter
Officiant Lord, open our lips. BCP 80

People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.
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Venite (Psalm 95:1-7) BCP 82

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, * 
    and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
    and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, * 
    and his hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
     Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!
 

Psalm 70 BCP Version

1  Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; *
O LORD, make haste to help me.

2  Let those who seek my life be ashamed
 and altogether dismayed; *
 let those who take pleasure in my misfortune

draw back and be disgraced.

3  Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me turn back, *
because they are ashamed.

4  Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; *
 let those who love your salvation say for ever,

“Great is the LORD!”

5  But as for me, I am poor and needy; *
come to me speedily, O God.

6  You are my helper and my deliverer; *
 O LORD, do not tarry.

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the   
 beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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The Lessons
First Lesson- Amos 5:18-24 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
In our first reading, the prophet Amos delivers a word from God to the people of Israel: their 
religious rituals will not ensure that they will fare well on the day of judgment, because they have 
neglected the more important matters of justice and character.

Thus says the Lord, the God of hosts, the Lord:

Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD!
 Why do you want the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, not light;
 as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear;
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall,
 and was bitten by a snake.
Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light,
 and gloom with no brightness in it?
I hate, I despise your festivals,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
 I will not accept them;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
 I will not look upon.
Take away from me the noise of your songs;
 I will not listen to the melody of your harps.
But let justice roll down like waters,
 and righteousness like an everflowing stream.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

A bell is rung.  We wait until we cannot hear the residual of the bell ringing anymore before 
beginning the canticle.

Canticle 20: Glory to God  BCP 94-95 

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
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Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
    Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Second Lesson- 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
In the second reading, explains the Resurrection to new believers at Thessaloniki, describing how 
those who believe in Christ will be raised to new life at Jesus’s Second Coming.

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, 
so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who 
have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, 
who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have 
died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with 
the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise 
first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with 
them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore 
encourage one another with these words.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

A bell is rung.  We wait until we cannot hear the residual of the bell ringing anymore before 
beginning the canticle.

Canticle 15: The Song of Mary   BCP 91-92

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 
    for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
    the Almighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him * 
    in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
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    he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
    and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
    and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
    for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 
    to Abraham and his children for ever. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:1-13 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
As we near the end of the church year, we begin to hear readings about the end times. The 25th 
chapter of Matthew includes several parables about the last judgment that we will hear over the 
next few weeks.

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their 
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 
When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks 
of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and 
slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to 
meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said 
to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, 
‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and 
buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and 
those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 
Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, 
‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the 
day nor the hour.”

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

A bell is rung.  The preacher waits until they cannot hear the residual of the bell ringing anymore 
before beginning the sermon.

Sermon: The Rev. Tracy Wells Miller, Rector
A moment of silence follows the sermon. 
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The Apostles’ Creed  BCP 96

All    I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
         creator of heaven and earth.
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
         and born of the Virgin Mary.
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
  was crucified, died, and was buried.
 He descended to the dead.
 On the third day he rose again.
 He ascended into heaven,
         and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
         the holy catholic Church,
         the communion of saints,
         the forgiveness of sins,
         the resurrection of the body,
        and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
The Lord’s Prayer  BCP 97

Server The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Server Let us pray.

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 

   thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
Forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 

      who trespass against us. 
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And lead us not into temptation 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages A BCP 97-98

Server Show us your mercy, O Lord;
People And grant us your salvation.

Server Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
People Let your people sing with joy.

Server Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
People For only in you can we live in safety.

Server Lord, keep this nation under your care;
People And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

Server Let your way be known upon earth;
People Your saving health among all nations.

Server Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
People Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

Server Create in us clean hearts, O God;
People And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

Collect of the Day
Server       O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the 

works of the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: 
Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, 
when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him 
in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Collect for Sundays        BCP 98

Server       O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious 
resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our 
worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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A Collect for Grace BCP 100

Server      Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have  brought us in safety to 
this new day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into 
sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling 
of  your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Mission BCP 100

Server O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent 
your blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who 
are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; 
bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and 
hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Community Prayers
For Birthdays: BCP 830

Watch over Irene Thomas (11) & Wilma Staver (13); O Lord, as their days increase. 
Bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort 
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may 
your peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Baptism Anniversaries:
Almighty God, through baptism you unite us to the death and resurrection of your 
Son Jesus Christ and commission us for ministry in his name. As your servant 
Anne Sherwood (14) celebrates the anniversary of her baptism, give her courage, 
patience, and vision, and strengthen her in her Christian vocation of witness to the 
world and of service to others, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Wedding Anniversaries: BCP 431

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the 
spiritual unity between Christ and his Church; send therefore your blessing upon your 
servants ______&_______ that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in 
faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven 
of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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For Travelers:          BCP 831

O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose presence 
we find wherever we go: Preserve those who travel, in particular _______________; 
surround them with your loving care; protect them from every danger; and bring them in 
safety to their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The General Thanksgiving  BCP 101

All Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Closing Versicle & Response  BCP 102

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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Concluding Sentence BCP 102

Officiant Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than 
we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the 
Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21

Serving Today at 8 a.m.
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Tracy Wells Miller
Server: Nelson Crandall
Lesson: Brian Raney
Epistle: Win Fernald
Gospel: Bart Coddington
Scripture Introductions: The Rev. Tracy Wells Miller 
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Contact Information
Clergy                   

The Reverend Tracy J. Wells Miller, Rector 

rector@st-john-aptos.org / (831) 708-6828 (text preferred when possible)

The Reverend Joan Anderson, Deacon  
deaconjoan@st-john-aptos.org (new)

Church Office
Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 9 am - 2 pm
Phone:  (831) 708-2278 (Church main line- Please leave voice mail!)
Text:   (831) 708-6850 (Office Manager’s direct line)
Email:  admin@st-john-aptos.org

Pastoral Care Line: 831-531-7152 (call or text)

For prayer requests, to notify the church of surgery or hospitalizations, to schedule meals 
or rides, etc. (Pastoral Care Committee members take turns answering this line.)

Clergy On-Call Line: 831-531-7187 (for urgent needs or emergencies, 24/7)


