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 The month of September brought in much excitement and momentum in getting the 

Aptos Community Youth Program started. I have been adjusting to new job duties and actively 

building our new Aptos Community Youth Program Committee to reflect the current needs of 

our program. I am going into Aptos Junior High 4-5 days per week building relationships with 

students, teachers, and support staff to learn about the needs of students and educators in our 

community and how our program can be a positive resource. I continue to engage as much as 

possible with parishioners to talk about the program and their interest in it.  Additionally, 

through COPA, I have been able to meet with community leaders in our area to learn more about 

issues that impact youth and share with them about the Aptos Community Youth Program. From 

all people, I have sensed much excitement and support around the program and the potential it 

has to be transformative in the lives of youth in our community.  

 

 I have begun to think about design and décor of the Youth Center. The feedback I have 

gotten from youth is they want a colorful multipurpose space that can be used for fun events, 

studying, hanging out with friends and meetings. I hosted a design party alongside Mother Tracy, 

where three youth that serve on our Committee helped me select furniture and other items for the 

Youth Center. I have also worked this month on registration forms and other necessary 

paperwork for our program. I plan to involve the Diocese in this process, as we are uniquely 

operating a ministry out the church that serves youth however; it is not a traditional youth group 

or youth ministry. Now that our program policies were completed and approved by Vestry this 

month, I have begun to think about volunteer trainings. I have also worked on developing a 

positive youth empowerment project to do this Fall that will help spread the word about our 

program while creating a positive fun experience for youth.   

 

Overall it has been a great month, and I look forward to what is ahead!  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lisa Freeman 

Community Youth Coordinator 

 
 


