
Page 1                                             St. Francis for Proper 22                                   7 October 2018 

The Rev. John L Duncan                                                                                     St. John's, Seacliff 

Of all the saints, Francis is the most popular and admired.  He was born into a rich 

family in Assisi, Italy in 1182.  His early years are characterized as being filled with harmless 

revelry and fruitless attempts to win military glory.  Later several encounters with beggars and 

lepers pricked his conscience and he decided to live a life devoted to Lady Poverty.  Against the 

strong objections of his father, Francis began his new life, a life of poverty and giving.  In his 

lifetime he was famous for giving away everything that was given to him.  Eventually people 

learned to "loan" necessary things like clothing to him so he would keep them and not give them 

away to the next beggar he saw. 

In 1210 he and his followers were confirmed as the Order of Friars Minor, OFM, 

by Pope Innocent the third.  Francis chose the name of the order to emphasize his intention of 

being among the least of God's servants.  The order grew rapidly but Francis lost control of it by 

1221 because his ideal of absolute poverty for the friars and the order was so difficult to 

maintain, especially when people were moved to give so much to them. 

Francis lived and taught poverty, simplicity and justice for the poor.  The 

important message was that he lived what he taught.  Francis is supposed to have said, "Always 

preach the Gospel; if necessary use words."  It was his life that inspired many to follow and 

inspired so many to give to his friars. 

There are many stories told about Francis.  One of my favorites is the Wolf of 

Gubbio.  Francis wrote very little, but what he did write show us a joyful and loving spirit with a 

wonderful sense of the holiness of everyone and everything.  His Canticle to the Sun is in our 

Hymnal as 406 and 407 (two tunes).  It begins, "Most High, omnipotent, good Lord, To thee be 

ceaseless praise outpoured, And blessing without measure.  Let creatures all give thanks to thee 

And serve un great humility."  In the many verses are praises for "brother sun," "sister moon," 

and "death our sister." 

Francis saw God in every aspect of nature.  He could see God in the sun, the 

moon, the stars and even death.  He also found God in all the creatures.  Most of us have heard 

how he preached to the birds and other animals, which is why we bless animals to celebrate his 

festival.  What we may be missing is Francis' profound belief in the sanctity of all God's 

creatures, including us humans, and his deep desire that we all know the good news of God in 

Christ, even the birds. 

Our first Lesson today is from Jeremiah.  Jeremiah is scolding those who build 

grand things for themselves but cheat their workers, "Woe to him who builds his house by 

unrighteousness, and his upper rooms by injustice; who makes his neighbors work for nothing, 

and does not give them their wages."  Even as Francis chose poverty for himself and for his 

Franciscans, he never ceased to cry out for economic justice.  The injustices he saw continue to 

this day, and, if anything, they have gotten worse in our time.  The need for people who will 

speak for the poor is still here.  Are you called to carry on this ministry of Francis? 

In the second Lesson Paul writes, "From now on, let no one make trouble for me; 

for I carry the marks of Jesus branded on my body."  What we think Paul is saying here is that he 

has received the marks of the nails and the spear that Jesus received in his crucifixion and bore in 

his resurrection.  We know that there have been several other saints who have received these 

marks which we call stigmata, though we don't really know how it happens.  Francis is one who 

received these marks.  We know that these marks come to those who meditate deeply on the 

sufferings of Christ and enter spiritually and emotionally into Christ's passion.  Are you being 

called to go more deeply into the mystery of Christ's sufferings? 

The Gospel Lesson begins with Jesus saying, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven 

and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have 

revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will."  Francis was one who 
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wanted to be a fool for Christ.  He did not write brilliant theological treatises, but beautiful 

devotions.  Like Paul he wanted to know nothing except Christ crucified.  Much of his teaching 

was by example and not by words.  Are you being called to choose to know nothing but Christ 

crucified?  Are you being called to be a fool for Christ? 

I said earlier that Francis is the most popular and most admired of all the saints.  

He is also the least imitated of the saints.  Francis believed that this world would be so much 

more wonderful in so many ways if only Jesus' followers would live what Jesus taught.  As we 

consider and celebrate the life of Francis of Assisi, the challenge for us is how we are being 

called to live more like Francis.  It is easy to look at the life of Francis and find it very extreme 

and unpractical.  It is easy to look at the life and teachings of Jesus and dismiss them as extreme 

and unpractical..  The question is not extremism or impracticality, but what is right.  Today I ask 

you:  Did Jesus and Francis show us a better way?  Are we supposed to be part of that better 

way?  How are you being called to change by the examples and teachings of Jesus and Francis? 

In Jesus' Name.  Amen. 
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Most high, omnipotent and good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the vanities of 

this world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may for love of you delight in your 

whole creation with perfectness of joy, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Jeremiah 22:13-16 
13Woe to him who builds his house by unrighteousness, and his upper rooms by injustice; who 

makes his neighbors work for nothing, and does not give them their wages; 14who says, “I will 

build myself a spacious house with large upper rooms,” and who cuts out windows for it, 

paneling it with cedar, and painting it with vermilion.  15Are you a king because you compete in 

cedar?  Did not your father eat and drink and do justice and righteousness?  Then it was well 

with him.  16He judged the cause of the poor and needy; then it was well.  Is not this to know me? 

says the LORD. 

 

Psalm 148:7-14 

7   Praise the LORD from the earth, * you sea-monsters and all deeps; 

8   Fire and hail, snow and fog, * tempestuous wind, doing his will; 

9   Mountains and all hills, * fruit trees and all cedars; 

10  Wild beasts and all cattle, * creeping things and winged birds; 

11  Kings of the earth and all peoples, * princes and all rulers of the world; 

12  Young men and maidens, * old and young together. 

13  Let them praise the Name of the LORD, * for his Name only is exalted, his splendor is over 

earth and heaven. 

14  He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all his loyal servants, * the children of 

Israel, a people who are near him.  Hallelujah! 

 

Galatians 6:14-18 
14May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world 

has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is 

anything; but a new creation is everything! 16As for those who will follow this rule—peace be 

upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.  17From now on, let no one make trouble for 

me; for I carry the marks of Jesus branded on my body.  18May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen. 

 

Matthew 11:25-30 
25At that time Jesus said,   27All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one 

knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 

whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 
29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 

find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

 

 


